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Reception Curriculum Rationale
Our Reception curriculum is designed to meet the needs and starting points of the children at Argyle. A significant proportion are disadvantaged, speak English as an additional language and/or have SEND. We therefore place particular emphasis on communication and language, vocabulary, early literacy, self-regulation, independence and rich first-hand experiences.
Our location in King's Cross and central London provides a wealth of opportunities. We deliberately use our local area, visits, visitors, outdoor learning and high-quality texts to widen children's experiences, build knowledge and make learning meaningful.
Children enter Reception with varied experiences and starting points; some have attended Argyle Nursery while others join us from different settings. Our Reception curriculum therefore builds on what each child already knows and can do, while providing a clear and ambitious progression towards the end of the EYFS. For children who have attended Argyle Nursery, learning builds deliberately on the knowledge, vocabulary and skills already established. For children joining from elsewhere, careful transition, assessment and high-quality interactions enable staff to identify prior learning and provide the foundations they need to access the curriculum successfully.
Throughout Reception, children develop and apply knowledge, vocabulary and skills in increasingly complex contexts. Purposeful play, continuous provision and explicit teaching work together to develop increasingly independent, articulate and confident learners. Teaching and provision are adapted to remove barriers so that all children can access the full curriculum, make strong progress from their individual starting points and are well prepared for Year 1.

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Continuous PSHE
	Argyle Code, Argyle Super Learning Powers, Stay on Green, Zones of Regulation

	We Are Explorers

	Topics
	Ourselves and our families 


Exploring the skeleton and human body.
	Exploring Traditional Tales  1

Exploring
Celebrations
	Exploring traditional Tales 2

Exploring the world of the dinosaurs 
	Explorers of Space

Explorers across the oceans

	Exploring Springtime and our garden 

Exploring Food & Farming 
	Exploring Food & Farming Continued

Exploring Structures

	Stimulus/Trips/
	STEAM ambassadors -Visits from different healthcare professionals (school nurse)


	Trip to the escalators!



	Natural History Museum



	Science Museum




	London Zoo




	Trip around Southbank and central London. 

Trip to the church

	Parent 
Workshops
	Weekly Stay & Play
Phonics 
Communication & Language 

	Weekly Stay & Play
Maths 
	Phonics 
Reading for Pleasure

	Writing 

	Phonics 
Class Assembly

	Preparation for KS1
EYFS & KS1 Sing-a long

	Key Text
	So Much 
A Great Big Cuddle
Hello Friend
A Walk in London 
Colour Monster
Oliver Vegetables
Funny Bones
Handa’s Surprise T4W

	Goldilocks (T4W)
Three Little Pigs
Three Billy Goats Gruff (T4W)
Stickman

	Gingerbread Man (T4W) Tyrannosaurus Drip 
Dinosaurs’ Day out
Tig and Tog The Discovery

Mary Anning – Year 3 to do a presentation to Reception.
	Whatever Next
(T4W)
How to catch a Star
Oscar and the Moth
Here we are
Where the Wild Things Are (T4W)
The Snail & the Whale

Non-fiction – Oceans, Our World. 
	Seed to Sunflower
Jack & the Beanstalk (T4W)
Jim & the Beanstalk
Little Red Hen (T4W) 
Farmer Duck
Rosie’s Walk

Non-fiction- 
Welcome to the Farm, Farm animals. 

	Chicken Licken (T4W)
What the Ladybird Heard
The World Came to my Place Today
Non-fiction 
Nature’s Tiny miracle Bee 
Izzy Gizmo
Iggy Peck 
Architect
Rosie Revere -Engineer

	Communication & Language

WellComm Speech & Language Toolkit

Camden Kidstalk 

ShREC approach
	Teaching is informed by transition information from previous settings, discussions with parents and carers, the Reception Baseline Assessment, WellComm screening and ongoing observations. During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach children how to listen attentively, follow instructions, develop vocabulary and communicate in simple, well-formed sentences. Children learn to name and describe people, objects, events and experiences through high-quality interactions, storytelling, role play and the ShREC approach, establishing the communication skills needed to access the wider curriculum.
	Teaching builds on the communication skills established in the Autumn term. Adults explicitly teach children to extend sentences, explain their thinking, retell stories, ask questions and engage in sustained conversations. Children are encouraged to explain and discuss their ideas using increasingly ambitious vocabulary and a wider range of sentence structures across all areas of learning.
	Teaching focuses on applying communication skills with increasing independence. Adults explicitly teach children to present ideas clearly, justify their opinions, explain their reasoning and adapt their language for different audiences and purposes. Children are encouraged to present and justify their thinking using precise vocabulary and well-structured sentences, preparing them for the Communication and Language Early Learning Goals and the transition into Year 1.


	Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

	Teaching is informed by transition information from previous settings, discussions with parents and carers, the Reception Baseline Assessment and ongoing observations. During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach children how to recognise and express their feelings, establish positive relationships and develop independence within the Reception environment. Through consistent routines, modelling and high expectations, children learn how to follow expectations, manage their own needs and begin to understand how their actions affect others. The Argyle Code, Super Learning Powers, British Values and Zones of Regulation are woven throughout daily practice to establish positive learning behaviours and a strong sense of belonging.
	Teaching builds on the secure foundations established during the Autumn term. Adults explicitly teach children to understand and manage their emotions, show resilience, take responsibility for their actions and work collaboratively with others. Children are encouraged to explain their feelings, solve simple conflicts and increasingly regulate their own behaviour using taught strategies. The Argyle Code and Super Learning Powers continue to develop children's confidence, perseverance and responsibility.
	Teaching focuses on applying personal, social and emotional skills with increasing independence. Adults explicitly teach children to reflect on their learning, solve problems collaboratively, show empathy and demonstrate the independence needed for Year 1. Children are encouraged to make responsible choices, lead by example and recognise how their behaviour positively contributes to the wider school community.

Explain and regulate feelings independently
Set goals and evaluate success
Work collaboratively and resolve problems
Demonstrate readiness for Year 1
Show empathy and leadership
I can reflect, solve problems and work with others.

	Physical Development

	During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach and refine the fundamental movement skills that underpin all future physical development, including balance, running, jumping, hopping, climbing and coordination. Children develop body awareness, core strength and fine motor control through daily opportunities for movement, alongside explicit teaching of personal care, healthy habits and independence in managing the school day.

	Teaching builds on the secure foundations established during the Autumn term. Adults explicitly teach children to apply and refine their movement skills through ball skills and dance, developing increasing control, coordination, agility and spatial awareness. Fine motor skills continue to develop through daily handwriting and practical activities, while children are taught how healthy choices, including toothbrushing, sleep, exercise and balanced screen time, contribute to their overall wellbeing.
	Teaching focuses on applying physical skills with increasing confidence, precision and independence through games and gymnastics. Adults explicitly teach children to combine movements fluently, use equipment safely and work collaboratively during team activities. Fine motor control is refined to support fluent handwriting, while children develop independence in managing their own health, safety and personal needs, including making healthy choices and understanding how to keep themselves safe as pedestrians in preparation for Year 1.

	Literacy
	During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach the foundations of Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing. Through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, children begin to develop secure phonic knowledge, blending and early word reading. High-quality texts, storytelling and discussion develop vocabulary, comprehension and a love of reading, while Talk for Writing supports children to orally rehearse language before writing. Writing focuses on developing fine motor control, correct letter formation and applying phonic knowledge to write words and simple captions.
	Teaching builds on the secure foundations established in the Autumn term by extending children's skills in Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing. Adults explicitly teach Phase 3 phonics, enabling children to read and write with increasing confidence and accuracy. Children develop deeper comprehension by discussing stories, non-fiction and new vocabulary, while Talk for Writing supports oral composition, sequencing and retelling. Writing progresses from words and captions to phrases, with increasing emphasis on accurate letter formation, spacing and the application of phonic knowledge.
	Teaching focuses on the application and refinement of Comprehension, Word Reading and Writing in preparation for Year 1. Adults explicitly teach children to read with increasing automaticity, fluency and understanding, applying their phonic knowledge confidently across familiar and unfamiliar texts. Children develop greater independence as writers, composing and recording simple phrases and sentences using their phonic knowledge, correct letter formation and simple punctuation. Rich texts, purposeful discussion and oral rehearsal continue to develop vocabulary, comprehension and a lifelong enjoyment of reading.

	Mathematics
	During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach the foundations of number through Number Sense, developing children's understanding of subitising, counting principles, comparison and the composition of numbers to 5 before progressing beyond. Children explore number through practical resources, mathematical stories and purposeful play, while spatial reasoning focuses on recognising, describing and manipulating 2D and 3D shapes and developing positional language.

	Teaching builds on children's secure understanding of early number by developing composition, partitioning and comparison of numbers to 10. Adults explicitly teach children to explain their mathematical thinking, recognise patterns and apply their understanding through problem-solving. Spatial reasoning develops through pattern, symmetry, shape and construction, enabling children to explore mathematical relationships using practical resources and meaningful contexts.
	Teaching focuses on securing children's understanding of number to 10 and preparing them for Year 1. Adults explicitly teach number composition, comparison, number patterns, odd and even numbers, doubles and early number bonds, encouraging children to reason and justify their thinking. Spatial reasoning develops through shape, measure, maps and plans, providing opportunities for children to apply mathematical knowledge across the wider curriculum and solve increasingly complex problems independently.

	Understanding the World
	During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach children to explore themselves, their families, their school and their local community before introducing how people celebrate, tell stories and live in different ways. Through first-hand experiences, visitors, high-quality texts and purposeful enquiry, children begin to recognise similarities and differences, ask questions and develop curiosity about the world around them.
	Teaching builds on children's understanding of themselves and their immediate world by encouraging them to investigate the past and explore places beyond their everyday experiences. Adults explicitly teach children to compare the past with the present, investigate evidence, explore significant discoveries and develop their understanding of the wider world through meaningful enquiry, practical investigations and first-hand experiences.
	Teaching focuses on applying children's knowledge and enquiry skills as they explore how living things grow, how environments change and how people design and improve the world around them. Adults explicitly teach children to observe closely, ask questions, investigate, make predictions and explain their thinking through practical experiences, scientific enquiry, design challenges and visits, preparing them for the Understanding the World Early Learning Goals and transition into Year 1.


	Expressive Art & Design
	During the Autumn term, adults explicitly teach children to explore and experiment with a wide range of materials, media, tools and techniques. Through high-quality texts, role play, music, movement and first-hand experiences, children develop their imagination, represent their ideas creatively and begin to talk about the choices they make. Opportunities for open-ended exploration, outdoor learning and Forest School encourage children to investigate natural materials and develop confidence as independent creators.
	Teaching builds on children's early creative experiences by encouraging them to develop and refine their ideas. Adults explicitly teach children to select materials, combine techniques and use their growing artistic and musical knowledge with increasing purpose. Through storytelling, performance, music, dance and collaborative projects linked to their topics, children develop confidence in expressing themselves creatively, reflecting on their work and appreciating the ideas and performances of others.
	Teaching focuses on children applying their creative skills with increasing independence by designing, creating and evaluating. Adults explicitly teach children to plan, adapt and improve their creations, selecting appropriate materials and techniques for different purposes. Through design challenges, performance, music, imaginative play and collaborative projects, children communicate their ideas creatively, explain their thinking and celebrate their achievements as they prepare for Year 1.


	RE - What is special to me and others?
	The Good Samaritan (Stories)

	What happens at Diwali? (Celebrating)
	My Muslim Faith (Aspects)

	What happens at Passover (Celebrating)

	What happens at Eid-Ul-Fitr/Adha? (Celebrating)
	Visiting a church (Aspects)

	
	Children begin to explore how stories, kindness and celebrations help people understand what is important to them. Through learning about Christianity and Hinduism, children develop respect for different beliefs and begin to recognise that families celebrate special times in different ways. Learning is enriched through stories, artefacts, discussion and creative experiences.
	Children deepen their understanding of faith by learning about Islam and Judaism. They explore special books, places, festivals and traditions, making connections between their own experiences and those of others. Children are encouraged to ask questions, notice similarities and differences and develop curiosity about the beliefs of others.


	Children continue to develop respect and understanding of different religions through learning about Eid and visiting a local church. First-hand experiences, visitors and visits help children appreciate how faith is expressed within their local community and encourage them to reflect on what is special to themselves and others.
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